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SUBJECT:   Protection of Human Remains Recovery Personnel

1.
Purpose.  To provide guidance to protect soldiers during human recovery operations.

2.
 Facts.

      Hazards to troops in recovery operations include blood and body materials and other hazards in the site. The hazards include hepatitis B and other diseases transmitted by blood. Other hazards at the site may include airborne asbestos, airborne dusts, and sharp pieces of metal or glass. This guidance should protect troops adequately from these dangers.  

3.  Guidance. 

     a.  Soldiers should have current immunizations for Hepatitis B and for Tetanus. 

     b.  Tyvek suits or similar over-suits should be worn over BDU's. This will prevent fluid from penetrating the soldiers clothing. 

     c.  Soldiers should use splash goggles to prevent any liquid from splashing into the eyes.   

d.  Use masks to protect from dusts and any airborne liquid vapors. We suggest they use high efficiency filters (HEPA) filter masks. If HEPA filter masks are not available, then use surgical masks they will provide a measure of protection.     

      e.  Use heavy rubber type gloves. Recommend those soldiers use the butyl gloves from the Chemical Protective Ensemble (MOPP gear). Use the cotton liners, if they are available to increase the comfort level of the soldier and to allow for better grasp. 

4.  Reference. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Center for Disease Control, Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry, 3 September 2001. 
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