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Reading Aloud Test

Background:

Administer the reading aloud test (RAT) to aviation training applicants as a standardi zed assessment of an
individual’s ability to communicate clearly in the English language, in a manner compatible with safe and
effective aviation operations. Current communication systems degrade speech intelligibility. Theradio
environment separates the speaker and the listener from the benefits of watching lips and body language
cues. Those with marginal English skills have problems communicating effectively in the operational
aviation environment.

Failure of the screening RAT by applicants with English as their native language may indicate undiagnosed
or concealed learning disabilities. Administration of the RAT occasionally revealsimmature, indecisive,
careless, or excessively introverted personalities, which may indicate a high risk for aviation training
failure.

When administered to aviation personnel, to include ATC personnel, the RAT will be used to determine the
individual’s ability to clearly enunciate, in the English language, in a manner compatible with safe and
effective aviation operations.

The RAT appears to be anonsense story, but was designed as a phonetic exercise. Assessment by the flight
surgeon is subjective. Applicants should read the RAT clearly, deliberately, without hesitation, error, or
stuttering. Thetest isscored as“RAT-PASS’ or “RAT-FAIL.” The examining physician will consult with
alocal instructor pilot or ATC supervisor in questionabl e cases.

Procedure:
Have the examinee stand erect, face the examiner across the room and read aloud, asif he/ she were
confronting a class of students.

If he/ she pauses, even momentarily, on any phrase or word, the examiner immediately and sharply says,
“What’ sthat?” and requires the examinee to start again with the first sentence of the test. The true
stammerer usually will halt again at the same word or phonetic combination and will often reveal serious
stammering.

Have the applicant read aloud as follows:

“You wished to know all about my grandfather. Well, heis nearly 93 years
old; he dresses himsdlf in an ancient black frock coat, usually minus severa
buttons; yet he still thinks as swiftly as ever. A long flowing beard clings to
his chin giving those who observe him a pronounced feeling of the utmost
respect. When he speaks, hisvoiceisjust abit cracked and quivers atrifle.
Twice each day he plays skillfully and with zest upon our small organ.
Except in winter when the ooze of snow or iceis present, he dowly takes a
short walk each day. We have often urged him to walk more and smoke |ess,
but he dways answers, “Banana oil!” Grandfather likes to be modernin his
language.”



